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SUBJECT: TREASON TRIAL: ALL ACCUSED CONVICTED, 

SENTENCED TO DEATH 

REF: FREETOWN 2007 

1. TREASON TRIAL OF 15 ACCUSED, WHICH BEGAN SEPT 10, 

CONCLUDED NOV 16 WITH JURY AFTER TWO HOUR DELIBERATION 
FINDING ALL DEFENDANTS GUILTY ON BOTH COUNTS (CONSPIRACY 
TO OVERTHROW GOVT AND ENDEAVORING TO OVERTHROW GOVT). 
PRESIDING JUDGE FOLLOWED VERDICT BY SENTENCING ALL 15 
DEFENDANTS TO PUBLIC EXECUTION BY FIRING SQUAD. CONDEMNED 
MEN HAVE BEEN GIVEN 21 DAYS IN WHICH TO APPEAL. 

2. ALTHOUGH NO GOVT STATEMENT ON THE MATTER HAS BEEN ISSUED, 
GENERAL EXPECTATION IS THAT TWO MORE TRIALS WILL FOLLOW, ONE 
A COURT MARTIAL FOR MILITARY PERSONNEL INVOLVED IN PLOT, 

THE SECOND ANOTHER CRIMINAL TRIAL INVOLVING OTHER CIVILIANS 
ALLEGED TO HAVE BEEN CONNECTED WITH PLOT BUT TO LESSER 
EXTENT THAN THE 15 NOW CONVICTED. 
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3. FREETOWN ATMOSPHERE VERY NORMAL IN AFTERMATH OF 
SENTENCING WITH NO UNUSUAL TENSION OR SUBSEQUENT SECURITY 
PRECAUTIONS. WHILE PUBLIC INTEREST REMAINED QUITE HIGH 
THROUGHOUT TRIAL, VERDICT AND SENTENCE WERE NOT UNEXPECTED. 

THIS AND BASIC LETHARGY OF PUBLIC ON POLITICAL MATTERS PROBABLY 
ACCOUNT FOR CALMNESS WITH WHICH VERDICT AND SENTENCE RECEIVED. 

SULLIVAN 
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